Christmas Eve

December 24, 2011
Prelude


    



    
                   
Call to Worship






           Matthew 2:1-15
Hymn of Praise                       “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

                                  (Wesley/Altered text by Whitefield/ Mendelssohn)
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the New Born King”

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinner reconciled.

Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies.

With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem.”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the New Born King”

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord;

Late in time, behold Him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb.

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’incarnate Deity,

Pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus our Immanuel,

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the New Born King”

Hail the heav’nly Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings.

Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die.

Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the New Born King”

Come, Desire of nations, come, Fix in us Thy humble home;

Rise, the woman’s conquering seed, bruise in us the serpent’s head.

Now display Thy saving power, ruined nature now restore,

Now in mystic union join, Thine to ours and ours to Thine.

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the New Born King”

Adam’s likeness, Lord, efface, stamp Thine image in its place;

Second Adam from above, reinstate us in Thy love.

Let us Thee, though lost, regain, Thee the life the inner man,

O to all Thyself impart, formed in each believing heart.

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the New Born King”

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

Hymn of Praise

#145

“O Come All Ye Faithful”

 Wade
Lighting of The Advent Wreath

Minister:  You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

All: There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.

Minister: What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate.  He is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father.  So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world.

All: But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.

Minister: Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”
All: So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.







     
                             (Galatians 3:26-4:7)

Prayer of Intercession

Song of Praise

“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”         Arr. James Koudelka
God rest ye merry gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,

Remember Christ our Savior, was born on Christmas day.

To save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone astray.

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

From God our heav’nly Father, a blessed angel came,

And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same;

How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by Name.

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

“Fear not, then,” said the angel, “let nothing you affright:”

This day is born a Savior of a pure virgin bright,

To free all those who trust in Him from Satan’s pow’r and might.

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

The shepherds at those tidings rejoiced much in mind;

And left their flocks a feeding, in tempest, storm and wind:

And went to Bethlehem straight-way, the Son of God to find.

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

Confession of Faith  
                                                                         The Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic1 Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN.
1 That is, the Christian Church made up of believers throughout history

Sermon


“A Matter of Perspective”

     
      Isaiah 9:1-7

Rev. Erik McDaniel

The Lord’s Supper

Doxology

Lighting of the Candles

Closing Hymn
#147
          “Silent Night! Holy Night!”
             Mohr/Gruber
Benediction

* Please discard your candle in the trash can provided in the Narthex.

