The Lord’s Day
January 1, 2011
Reflection


The Mission of Faith Presbyterian Church is...to promote a passion for the Glory of God,
and the joy that comes from knowing Him through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Call to Worship 






         Psalm 106:1, 48 
Minister: Praise the LORD! Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!
All: Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting! And let all the people say, “Amen!” Praise the LORD!
Hymn of Praise 

 Give Praise to God

Give praise to God who reigns above, for perfect knowledge, wisdom, love;

His judgments are divine, devout, His path beyond all tracing out.

Come, lift your voice to heaven's high throne, and glory give to God alone!

No one can counsel God all-wise, or truths unveil to His sharp eyes;

He marks our paths behind, before; He is our steadfast Counselor.

Come, lift your voice to heaven's high throne, and glory give to God alone!

Nothing exists that God might need, for all things good from Him proceed.

We praise Him as our Lord, and yet, we never place God in our debt.

Come, lift your voice to heaven's high throne, and glory give to God alone!

Creation, life, salvation too, and all things else, both good and true,

Come from and through our God always, and fill our hearts with grateful praise.

Come, lift your voice to heaven's high throne, and glory give to God alone!

Invocation 

(followed by the Lord’s Prayer)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
Call to Confession of sins




                    Hebrews 4:14-16
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Corporate Prayer of Confession   

Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.  We have followed too much the evil desires of our own hearts.  We have willingly broken your holy laws.  We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we ought not to have done.  Lord, have mercy upon us and forgive us all of our sins.  Turn our wandering hearts back to you, and lead us by your Holy Spirit in the way of righteousness, holiness, and truth.  Amen.
Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon 






    Psalm 103:8, 10-12
The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
Songs of Renewal 

By His Wounds

He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our sins.

The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him.

And by His wounds, by His wounds we are healed.

Repeat

(Chorus)

We are healed by Your sacrifice, and the life that You gave.

We are healed for You paid the price, by Your grace we are saved,

We are saved.

Nothing but the Blood

What can wash away my sin?  Nothing but the blood of Jesus;

What can make me whole again?  Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Oh! Precious is the flow that makes me white as snow;

No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

For my pardon, this I see, nothing but the blood of Jesus;

For my cleansing, this my plea, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Refrain

Nothing can for sin atone, nothing but the blood of Jesus;

Naught of good that I have done, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Refrain

This is all my hope and peace, nothing but the blood of Jesus;

This is all my righteousness, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Refrain

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Confession of Faith 






    The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible;

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spake by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy Catholic1 and Apostolic Church; I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. AMEN.
1 That is, the Christian Church made up of believers throughout history

Announcements 

(children age 4 through 1st grades may be dismissed for children’s church)                                                                             

Sermon                             “God’s Glory, Our Passion” 
              Pastor Erik McDaniel






      1 Peter 2:9; Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:4-6
Meditation & Prayer
The Lord’s Supper

Closing Hymn


“Gloria Patri”
Benediction
1 Peter 2:9  


 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Genesis 12:1-3

1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you.  2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
Exodus 19:4-6
4 You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.  5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine;  6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.
The Daily Office
January 2 – January 8, 2012
2nd Week after Advent

The spiritual discipline of Bible reading and study is no mere box to be checked off in a “daily Christian to do” list.  We must not read God’s Word mindlessly.  Rather, as we read the text we should expect the Holy Spirit to teach us things about God, to show us how we have fallen short of His glory, and at the same time reassure us of how Christ fills that need in the gospel.  As we learn to converse with the Holy Spirit about the glory of Christ in His Gospel, we will worship God and be better prepared to serve The Lord in our church and culture.  So, we must ask God to engage our mind, will and emotions, in order for us to see the glory of God in Christ and to motivate us to take part in God’s mission of being a blessing to the world.  To do these things here are some questions to ask yourself as you listen to God speaking to you through His Word:

In the area of doctrine:

· What is God calling me to believe about Him?

· How should I praise God as a result of this teaching?  (What should I rejoice in?)

In the area of character:

· How does Christ fulfill what God requires of me?

· What is God showing me about my heart in this passage?

· What sins do I need to confess?  How do I need to change?

In the area of community:

· Who does God have to help me grow as a Christian?

· How can I help the community?  Build the church?

In the area of culture:

· Am I part of what God is doing in His Kingdom?
Similarly, the spiritual discipline of prayer cannot be viewed simply as a daily entry on a “self-righteousness” ledger.  Prayer is sweet communion with the Living God.  The Holy Spirit applies His Word to our present circumstances and propels us to honor Christ in them.  In response to God’s gracious speech to us in the gospel, we speak words of adoration and recommit our hearts to Him.


As you use this devotional format, our hope is that you will keep these things in mind and expect to encounter God as He lovingly encounters and speaks to you as His child.

OPENING PRAISE

O Lord, open my lips,



and my mouth will declare your praise.


Psalm 51:15

Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love,



for in you I trust.


Make me know the way I should go,



for to you I lift up my soul.



Psalm 143:8

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

CONFESSION
[Adapted from Valley of Vision: Patience]
O Lord of grace, I have been hasty and short in private prayer.  O quicken my conscience to feel this folly, to bewail this ingratitude.  My first sin of the day leads into others, and You would be just if You withdrew Your presence from one who waited carelessly on You.  Keep me at all times from robbing You, and from depriving my soul of Your due worship.  I am guilty of infinite evil that merits infinite punishment.  O forgive me if I have dishonored You.  Melt my heart for it is in Your hands.  Apply to it the merits of Christ’s atoning blood whenever I sin.  Let Your mercies draw me to Yourself.  My soul is often a chariot without wheels, clogged and hindered in sin’s miry clay.  Mount it on eagle’s wings and cause it to soar upward to Yourself.  Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING

The following chart is a daily lectionary covering the whole Bible in one year.  Each day contains readings from Psalms and Wisdom Literature, Pentateuch and History of Israel, Chronicles and Prophets, and Gospels and Epistles.
	Monday, January 2
	Psalm 1; Genesis 2;

1 Chronicles 2; Luke 1:26-56

	Tuesday, January 3
	Psalm 2; Genesis 3;

1 Chronicles 3; Luke 1:57-80

	Wednesday, January 4
	Psalm 3; Genesis 4;

1 Chronicles 4; Luke 2:1-21

	Thursday, January 5
	Psalm 4; Genesis 5;

1 Chronicles 5; Luke 2:22-52

	Friday, January 6
	Psalm 5; Genesis 6;

1 Chronicles 6; Luke 3:1-22

	Saturday, January 7
	Psalm 6; Genesis 7;

1 Chronicles 7; Luke 3:23-4:13

	Sunday, January 8
	Psalm 7; Genesis 8:1-19;

1 Chronicles 8; Luke 4:14-44


INTERCESSIONS

 (1) Opening Prayer

O God, Eternal King and Father of all mercies,

whose light divides the day from the night

and turns the shadow of death into the morning: 

Defend me in all assaults of my enemies,

that I may trust in your defense,

and may not fear the power of any adversaries.

Preserve me with your mighty power,

that I may not fall into sin,

nor be overcome by adversity;

and in all I do, direct me to the fulfilling of your purpose;

through Jesus Christ, my risen and reigning Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.
 (2) Specific Prayers
Pray for specific needs:

• Personal:  your personal life

• Local:  your family, friends, enemies, neighbors; your local church and other local churches; your neighborhood, town/city, state, and nation

• Global: the worldwide church, other nations/cultures

Consider using particular themes and words from the psalms, scripture readings, and other prayers, as well as the rest of the bulletin to guide the content and language of your specific prayers.
(3) Closing Prayer

Almighty God,

you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,

with Jesus Christ as the chief cornerstone:

Unite my heart and life to do all your holy will

that I may be today the holy temple that I am in Christ;

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, forever and ever.  Amen.
Please pray for...

This week’s families: Charles & Sandy Orr, Charlie & Rosie Ping, Richard & Kathy Pope, Mike & Sue Pruitt
Hispanic Ministries: ESL

Christian Education Ministries at church, home and school

AL Church Planting Network:  Steve & Ann Mayes, Gabriel & Monica Contreras

Engagement: Sarah Walker & Gabe Anderson
Pregnancy:  Libby Fenn, Andrea Callahan, Maggie McDaniel

Military: Jonathan Searle, Adam Shelley, Jon Mattox, Noah Freeman, John Rhodes, David Washington, Aaron Pugh, Rick Hendricks, Jeff Mitchell, Andrew Smith, Joey Haynes 

Home for Sale: Bruce & Jennifer Bush

Missionaries: Sav-A-Life
Church Ministry:  Worship Team
Church Leaders & Staff: Roy Flannagan & Peck Mallory
College Students: Ashley Lowe, Caroline Mallory, Andrew Mattox
Cathy Bain, recovering from surgery

Grace Hudson, diagnosed with juvenile arthritis

Dolores Miller, recovering from hip replacement surgery 

Those struggling with their health: Jennifer Bush, Leeanne Clark, Kevin Miller, Bernice Whitman, Johnnie Hicks, John Henderson, Doyle McGee, Colleen Taylor

Those who are battling cancer:  Barbara Gray, Lawrence Ramsay, Stephanie Camp, Kate Crow, Christy Strickland, Sheila Hunt, Shirley Coker, Joanne Corbin

Those being cared for at home or an extended care facility:  Gordon Johnson, Bernard Robinson, Vera Searle, Loretta Edwards, Emily Bowie, Dottie Brazelton, Clifford Herndon
Sunday School ~ Winter Break

Specific Course

Teacher 




Room


The Meaning of Marriage
Peck Mallory




L14

SRHi Boys & Girls

Dameon Goode & Tim Smith


L11

JRHi Boys & Girls

Susan Goode




L12

Children grades 3rd-5th 

Dr. Roy & Sharon Flannagan


L2

Children grades 1st & 2nd 
Eliska Mattox & Debbie Buchanan

L3

Children ages 4yr - 5K

Kris Herndon & Lisa Robertson

L4

Children ages 2 – 3

Michelle Miller 



Toddler Rm

Infants



Bonnie Schroeder & Suzan Freeman

Nursery
Announcements

Church-Wide Supper…This Wednesday, January 4, we will be having our monthly covered dish supper in the gym at 6:00 p.m. Everyone is asked to bring a main dish and a side dish or dessert. Drinks will be furnished.  Set-up and clean-up for this meal will be handled by the Ping Small Group.  

Poinsettias…that were placed in the sanctuary during the Christmas season may be taken home.
Winter Quarter Sunday School...January 8th we will begin a study of marriage based on the book The Meaning of Marriage: Facing the Complexities of Commitment with the wisdom of God by pastor Timothy Keller.  







(From the publisher) Using the Bible as his guide, coupled with insightful commentary from his wife of thirty-six years, Kathy, Timothy Keller shows that God created marriage to bring us closer to him and to bring us more joy in our lives. It is a glorious relationship that is also the most misunderstood and mysterious. With a clear-eyed understanding of the Bible, and meaningful instruction on how to have a successful marriage, The Meaning of Marriage is essential reading for anyone who wants to know God and love more deeply in this life.    

This book shows everyone-Christians, skeptics, singles, long-time married couples, and those about to be engaged-the vision of what marriage should be according to the Bible.  Modern culture would make you believe that everyone has a soul-mate; that romance is the most important part of a successful marriage; that your spouse is there to help you realize your potential; that marriage does not mean forever, but merely for now; that starting over after a divorce is the best solution to seemingly intractable marriage issues. All those modern-day assumptions are, in a word, wrong. 
You can order the book through our website (fpchome.org) from Amazon, or purchase it at the local Christian bookstore.  

The Ladies Bible Study…will resume January 18, 9:00 am at Deby Buchanan’s home.   

Men’s Retreat at Shocco Springs...February 10th and 11th (Friday evening and Saturday morning).  Please put these dates on your calendar for a great time of fellowship.  The cost will be $75; this includes overnight lodging, supper on Friday night and breakfast Saturday morning.  Glenn Waddell, president of Birmingham Theological Seminary, will be teaching about conflict resolution.

Meals of Mercy…We are providing a weekly, Saturday meal for Bill and Dottie Brazelton.  Kathryn Searle is coordinating these meals.  Please contact her if you would like to help with a meal.  256-239-2375 or searler@bellsouth.net
Birthdays and Anniversaries

Cindy Todt (2nd)      Susan Weaver (4th)      Deby Buchanan (5th)    

This Week’s Schedule

Sunday:
10:00 am
Worship Service
Monday:


Church Office Closed

Wednesday:
12:45 pm
FPC/FCS Staff Meeting



6:00 pm
Covered Dish Supper



Friday:



Church Office Closed

Children’s Ministry

This Week:
Infant Worship: Eliska Mattox & Boyce Callahan, Sr.


2-3 Year Worship: Ryan & Cindy Todt


4 Yrs-1st grade: Jay Walker & Sue Pruitt
Next Week:
Infant Worship: Zack & Amanda Jones


2-3 Year Worship: David & Michelle Miller


4 Yrs-1st grade: Heather & Adam Shelley
Deacon: 
This Week: Shannon Robertson
Next Week: John Davis
Small Groups
	Group
	Location
	Contact
	Phone Number
	Meeting Time

	Ping’s 
	Various Homes
	Charlie/Rosie Ping
	256-835-1011
	Sunday 6:00 pm

	Women’s Bible Study
	Buchanan Home
	Eliska Mattox 
	256-488-9176
	Resumes Jan 18

	McDaniel’s
	Church
	Erik/Maggie McDaniel
	256-403-3969
	Resumes Jan 11

	Searle’s
	Searle Home
	Rick Searle
	256-238-8721
	Resumes Jan 9 

	Men’s Breakfast Study
	Cracker Barrel
	Rick Searle
	256-238-8721
	Thu 6:00 am TBD


Ruling Elders

Jimmy Miller       Boyce Callahan       Alan Robinson       Phil Stumbo

Roy Flannagan      Roger Sawyer      Peck Mallory      Jack Totherow  

Teaching Elders

Rick Searle (Pastor)       Erik McDaniel (Assistant Pastor)   

Steve Mayes (Assistant Pastor of Church Planting)

Deacons

     Vince Mattox             Trey Hudson                John Davis

David Miller        Shannon Robertson      


• We believe the Bible is the written word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit and without error in the original manuscripts.  The Bible is the revelation of God’s truth and is infallible and authoritative in all matters of faith and practice

• We believe in the Holy Trinity.  There is one God, who exists eternally in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

• We believe that all are sinners and totally unable to save themselves from God’s displeasure, except by His mercy.

• We believe that salvation is by God alone as He sovereignly chooses those He will save.  We believe His choice is based on His grace, not on any human individual merit, or foreseen faith.

• We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, who through His perfect life and sacrificial death atoned for the sins of all who will trust in Him, alone, for salvation.

• We believe that God is gracious and faithful to His people, not simply as individuals but as families in successive generations according to His Covenant promises.
• We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells God’s people and gives them the strength and wisdom to trust Christ and follow Him.

• We believe that Jesus will return, bodily and visibly to judge all mankind and to receive His people to Himself.

• We believe that all aspects of our lives are to be lived to the glory of God under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
The Mission of Faith Presbyterian Church is...

To promote a passion for the Glory of God,

And the joy that comes from knowing Him through the Gospel of Jesus Christ

Our Vision is to become...

A fellowship of believers who are experiencing the transforming power of the Gospel 

And are Instruments of Change in the lives of others




WHAT WE BELIEVE

















