The Lord’s Day
November 27, 2011
Reflection









        

We ought to give thanks for all fortune: if it is “good,” because it is good, if “bad” because it works in us patience, humility, and the contempt of this world and the hope of our eternal country.




                                                     -C. S. Lewis
    









     
         O Thou Who has given us so much, mercifully grant us one more thing: a grateful heart.
       







                     -George Herbert
Call to Worship 






        From Psalm 136

                                   





                      Worship Leader: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. 
Congregation: His love endures forever. 
Worship Leader: Give thanks to the God of gods and the Lord of lords: to him who alone does great wonders and by his understanding made the heavens, who spread out the earth upon the waters and made the great lights—the sun to govern the day and the moon and stars to govern the night. 

Congregation: His love endures forever. 

Worship Leader: To him who brought Israel out of Egypt; to him who divided the Red Sea asunder and brought Israel through the midst of it; to him who led his people through the desert and struck down great kings, and gave their land as an inheritance, an inheritance to his servant Israel. 
Congregation: His love endures forever. 
Worship Leader: To the One who remembers us in our low estate and frees us from our enemies. Give thanks to the God of heaven. 

Congregation: His love endures forever.
Worship Leader: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good.   

           
(All) His love endures forever. 
Hymn of Praise  #64
       “All Creatures of Our God and King”
     St. Francis of Assisi
Invocation 

(followed by the Lord’s Prayer)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
Call to Confession of sins

                                                               1 John 1:8-9
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Corporate Prayer of Confession   
Holy and Loving God, you have poured out your good gifts upon us.
Today we thank you for all of them, 
      but we also confess that often we love those gifts more than we love you.
We confess that we are discontented with your gifts, 
      and we find ourselves wanting more and more things.
Forgive us for not being content and thankful. 
      Forgive us for our complaining spirits.
            Forgive our selfishness. 
Help us to love you more than everything else.
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Silent Confession

Words of Encouragement

Thanks be to God that though we used to be slaves to sin, we have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. Thanks be to God that through Jesus Christ our Lord, we are a slave to God’s law.Thanks be to God!  We are victorious over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ.Thanks be to God! We are being lead in Christ to spread everywhere  the fragrance of the knowledge of Jesus. For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing.  Thanks be to God, for the indescribable gift of his mercy and grace 
to us through Christ Jesus.

From Romans 6:17-18; 7:25; 1 Cor. 15:57; 2 Cor. 2:14-15; 9:15

Songs of Renewal

 
#123                   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

                 Latin Hymn


#124

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”       
                         Wesley
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Confession of Faith  
                                                                         The Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic1 Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN.
1 That is, the Christian Church made up of believers throughout history

Advent Wreath

             “The Promise Candle”
  
          Micah 5:2, 4-5a
Announcements 

(children age 4 through 1st grades may be dismissed for children’s church)                                                                             

Scripture Reading



                                          Matthew 12:22-37
22 Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see. 23 All the people were astonished and said, "Could this be the Son of David?"

 24 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, "It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons."

 25 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, "Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand.  26 If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his kingdom stand?

 27 And if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 28 But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

 
29 "Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.

 30 "He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters. 31 And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.  32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

 33 "Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit.

 34 You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him.

 36 But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned."

Sermon                             “Horrendous Accusation” 
 
        Pastor Rick Searle
Meditation & Prayer
The Lord’s Supper

Hymn of Response    #151             “Good Christian Men, Rejoice”                 Latin Carol
Benediction
Notes:

The Daily Office
November 28-December 4, 2011
1st Week of Advent
The spiritual discipline of Bible reading and study is no mere box to be checked off in a “daily Christian to do” list.  We must not read God’s Word mindlessly.  Rather, as we read the text we should expect the Holy Spirit to teach us things about God, to show us how we have fallen short of His glory, and at the same time reassure us of how Christ fills that need in the gospel.  As we learn to converse with the Holy Spirit about the glory of Christ in His Gospel, we will worship God and be better prepared to serve The Lord in our church and culture.  So, we must ask God to engage our mind, will and emotions, in order for us to see the glory of God in Christ and to motivate us to take part in God’s mission of being a blessing to the world.  To do these things here are some questions to ask yourself as you listen to God speaking to you through His Word:
In the area of doctrine:

· What is God calling me to believe about Him?

· How should I praise God as a result of this teaching?  (What should I rejoice in?)

In the area of character:

· How does Christ fulfill what God requires of me?
· What is God showing me about my heart in this passage?
· What sins do I need to confess?  How do I need to change?
In the area of community:

· Who does God have to help me grow as a Christian?

· How can I help the community?  Build the church?

In the area of culture:

· Am I part of what God is doing in His Kingdom?

Similarly, the spiritual discipline of prayer cannot be viewed simply as a daily entry on a “self-righteousness” ledger.  Prayer is sweet communion with the Living God.  The Holy Spirit applies His Word to our present circumstances and propels us to honor Christ in them.  In response to God’s gracious speech to us in the gospel, we speak words of adoration and recommit our hearts to Him.


As you use this devotional format, our hope is that you will keep these things in mind and expect to encounter God as He lovingly encounters and speaks to you as His child.
OPENING PRAISE

O Lord, open my lips,



and my mouth will declare your praise.


Psalm 51:15

Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love,



for in you I trust.


Make me know the way I should go,



for to you I lift up my soul.



Psalm 143:8

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

CONFESSION
Gracious Father, you sent your Son to die and rise to new life in order that death might be brought to an end and that I, too, might live a new life.  Yet foolishly, I have chosen death over life.  In my thoughts, words and deeds I have rebelled against you and your intentions for me.  In so doing, I have broken my fellowship with you whose love is better than life and whom to know is life itself.  In so doing, I have hurt others, sometimes unintentionally and sometimes deliberately, and have diminished their lives.  In so doing, I have damaged myself who has been created to reflect your beauty.  Father, forgive me my sin for Jesus’ sake.  And grant that your resurrection power might course through my entire being so that I may walk in the ways of love and justice to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING

The following chart is a daily lectionary covering the whole Bible in one year.  Each day contains readings from Psalms and Wisdom Literature, Pentateuch and History of Israel, Chronicles and Prophets, and Gospels and Epistles.
	Monday, November 28
	Psalm 119:1-88; Job 1;

Isaiah 22; John 18:28-19:16

	Tuesday, November 29
	Psalm 119:89-176; Job 2;

Isaiah 23; John 19:17-42

	Wednesday, November 30
	Psalm 120; Job 3;

Isaiah 24; John 20

	Thursday, December 1
	Psalm 121; Job 4-5;

Isaiah 25; John 21

	Friday, December 2
	Psalm 122; Job 6-7;

Isaiah 26-27; 1 John 1:1-2:6

	Saturday, December 3
	Psalm 123; Job 8;

Isaiah 28; 1 John 2:7-17

	Sunday, December 4
	Psalm 124; Job 9-10;

Isaiah 29:1-30:17; 1 John 2:18-3:3


INTERCESSIONS

 (1) Opening Prayer

O God, Eternal King and Father of all mercies,

whose light divides the day from the night

and turns the shadow of death into the morning: 

In you I live and move and have my being:

Guide and govern me by your Holy Spirit,

that in all the cares and occupations of my life I may not forget you,

but may remember that I am ever walking in your sight;

through Jesus Christ, my risen and reigning Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.

 (2) Specific Prayers
Pray for specific needs:

• Personal:  your personal life

• Local:  your family, friends, enemies, neighbors; your local church and other local churches; your neighborhood, town/city, state, and nation

• Global: the worldwide church, other nations/cultures

Consider using particular themes and words from the psalms, scripture readings, and other prayers, as well as the rest of the bulletin to guide the content and language of your specific prayers.
(3) Closing Prayer

Blessed Lord,

who caused all holy Scriptures to be written

for my learning and training in righteousness:

Grant me so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, 

that I may embrace and hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life,

which you have given me in our Savior Jesus Christ;

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, forever and ever.  Amen.
Please pray for...

This week’s families: Dot Harrison, Joel Hawbaker, Eddie & Kris Herndon, Mike & Leigh Anne Hill
Hispanic Ministries: ESL

Christian Education Ministries at church, home and school

AL Church Planting Network:  Steve & Ann Mayes, Gabriel & Monica Contreras

Pregnancy:  Libby Fenn, Andrea Callahan
Military: Jonathan Searle, Adam Shelley, Jon Mattox, Noah Freeman, John Rhodes, David Washington, Aaron Pugh, Rick Hendricks, Jeff Mitchell, Andrew Smith, Joey Haynes 

Looking for a job: Sarah King

Missionaries: Jim & Barbara Gray with ESL
Church Ministry:  Young Adults
Church Leaders & Staff: Shannon Robertson & Donna Callahan
College Students: Meghan McDonald, Jacob Searle, Thomas Walker
Grace Hudson, diagnosed with juvenile arthritis

Dolores Miller, recovering from hip replacement surgery 
Those struggling with their health: Leeanne Clark, Kevin Miller, Tim Pruitt, Johnnie Hicks, John Henderson, Doyle McGee, Bernice Whitman, Gary Morey, Colleen Taylor
Those who are battling cancer:  Barbara Gray, Lawrence Ramsay, Stephanie Camp, Kate Crow, Christy Strickland, Sheila Hunt, Shirley Coker, Joanne Corbin

Those being cared for at home or an extended care facility:  Gordon Johnson, Bernard Robinson, Vera Searle, Loretta Edwards, Emily Bowie, Dottie Brazelton, Clifford Herndon
Sunday School ~ Winter Break
Specific Course

Teacher 




Room


The Confession & the Gospel Rick Searle




Library

Song of Solomon

Erik McDaniel




L14

SRHi Boys & Girls

Dameon Goode & Tim Smith


L11

JRHi Boys & Girls

Susan Goode




L12

Children grades 3rd-5th 

Dr. Roy & Sharon Flannagan


L2

Children grades 1st & 2nd 
Eliska Mattox & Debbie Buchanan

L3

Children ages 4yr - 5K

Kris Herndon & Lisa Robertson

L4

Children ages 2 – 3

Michelle Miller 



Toddler Rm

Infants



Bonnie Schroeder & Suzan Freeman

Nursery 
Announcements

[image: image1.png]



Hope Community Church cordially invites 

The Ladies of Faith Presbyterian Church 

to their Christmas Brunch 

on December 3rd at 10:00 a.m. 

Registration is November 6-27th.  
There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex or
you may register via email: eliskam@centurytel.net
We will meet at FPC at 9:15 a.m. to carpool to Jacksonville.
Ladies Bible Study…will meet this week at Deby Buchanan’s home.
Sunday School Winter Break…Sunday School classes will not be meeting during the Christmas season.  We are giving our teachers a Sabbatical during this time.  New classes begin Sunday, January 8.  
Winter Quarter Sunday School...In January we will begin a study of marriage based on the book The Meaning of Marriage: Facing the Complexities of Commitment with the wisdom of God by pastor Timothy Keller.  







(From the publisher) Using the Bible as his guide, coupled with insightful commentary from his wife of thirty-six years, Kathy, Timothy Keller shows that God created marriage to bring us closer to him and to bring us more joy in our lives. It is a glorious relationship that is also the most misunderstood and mysterious. With a clear-eyed understanding of the Bible, and meaningful instruction on how to have a successful marriage, The Meaning of Marriage is essential reading for anyone who wants to know God and love more deeply in this life.    

This book shows everyone-Christians, skeptics, singles, long-time married couples, and those about to be engaged-the vision of what marriage should be according to the Bible.  Modern culture would make you believe that everyone has a soul-mate; that romance is the most important part of a successful marriage; that your spouse is there to help you realize your potential; that marriage does not mean forever, but merely for now; that starting over after a divorce is the best solution to seemingly intractable marriage issues. All those modern-day assumptions are, in a word, wrong. 
You can order the book through our website (fpchome.org) from Amazon, or purchase it at the local Christian bookstore.  
Birthdays and Anniversaries

Susan Land (27th)      Tim & Beth Vosnick (A-27th)      Joe Gilliland (2nd)                
This Week’s Schedule

Sunday:
9:30 am
Worship Service


6:00 pm
Ping Small Group
Monday:
6:15 pm
Searle Small Group
Tuesday:
9:00 am
FPC Staff Meeting
Wednesday:
9:00 am
Ladies Bible Study



5:30 pm
McDaniel Small Group

Saturday:
10:00 am
WIC Christmas Event at Hope 
Children’s Ministry

This Week:
Infant Worship: Kathryn & Sara Kathryn Searle


2-3 Year Worship: Kris & Eddie Herndon


4 Yrs-1st grade: Leigh Anne & Mike Hill
Next Week:
Infant Worship: Patrick & Laura Harrison


2-3 Year Worship: Steve & Tammy Knotts


4 Yrs-1st grade: Amy & Vic Minish
Deacon: 
This Week: Shannon Robertson
Next Week: John Davis
Small Groups
	Group
	Location
	Contact
	Phone Number
	Meeting Time

	Ping’s 
	Various Homes
	Charlie/Rosie Ping
	256-835-1011
	Sunday 6:00 pm

	Women’s Bible Study
	Buchanan Home
	Eliska Mattox 
	256-488-9176
	Wednesday 9:00 am

	McDaniel’s
	Church
	Erik/Maggie McDaniel
	256-403-3969
	Wednesday 5:30 pm

	Searle’s
	Searle Home
	Rick Searle
	256-238-8721
	Monday 6:15 pm 

	Men’s Breakfast Study
	Cracker Barrel
	Rick Searle
	256-238-8721
	Thu 6:00 am TBD


Ruling Elders

Jimmy Miller       Boyce Callahan       Alan Robinson       Phil Stumbo

Roy Flannagan      Roger Sawyer      Peck Mallory      Jack Totherow  

Teaching Elders

Rick Searle (Pastor)       Erik McDaniel (Assistant Pastor)   

Steve Mayes (Assistant Pastor of Church Planting)

Deacons

     Vince Mattox             Trey Hudson                John Davis

David Miller        Shannon Robertson      


• We believe the Bible is the written word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit and without error in the original manuscripts.  The Bible is the revelation of God’s truth and is infallible and authoritative in all matters of faith and practice

• We believe in the Holy Trinity.  There is one God, who exists eternally in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

• We believe that all are sinners and totally unable to save themselves from God’s displeasure, except by His mercy.

• We believe that salvation is by God alone as He sovereignly chooses those He will save.  We believe His choice is based on His grace, not on any human individual merit, or foreseen faith.

• We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, who through His perfect life and sacrificial death atoned for the sins of all who will trust in Him, alone, for salvation.

• We believe that God is gracious and faithful to His people, not simply as individuals but as families in successive generations according to His Covenant promises.
• We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells God’s people and gives them the strength and wisdom to trust Christ and follow Him.

• We believe that Jesus will return, bodily and visibly to judge all mankind and to receive His people to Himself.

• We believe that all aspects of our lives are to be lived to the glory of God under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
The Mission of Faith Presbyterian Church is...

To promote a passion for the Glory of God,

And the joy that comes from knowing Him through the Gospel of Jesus Christ

Our Vision is to become...

A fellowship of believers who are experiencing the transforming power of the Gospel 

And are Instruments of Change in the lives of others




WHAT WE BELIEVE

















