The Lord’s Day
October 2, 2011
Reflection

To the embarrassment of many an evangelist over the years, the epistles of the New Testament hardly ever contain appeals to Christians to get out and tell their friends about Jesus. And it’s not because the New Testament writers were not concerned that people came to faith in Christ. It’s just that they knew this was not the way it happens. The focus of these letters instead lies on getting these small Christian communities to order their lives under the rule of God, ensuring they are marked not with petty jealousies, arguments and competitions, but instead by love, compassion and holiness. Hence the repeated insistence on the expression of Christian belief, not primarily evangelistic activities, but distinctive, provocative lives.

— Graham Tomlin
Call to Worship 




                                   From Isaiah 12
Worship Leader: Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world. Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.

All:  Surely God is our salvation; therefore we will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD, is our strength and our song; he has become our salvation.
Hymn of Praise #64     “All Creatures of Our God and King”  vs 1,4,5      Bliss/McGranahan
Invocation 

(followed by the Lord’s Prayer)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
Call to Confession of sins



                                     Proverbs 20:9        
Who can say, "I have kept my heart pure; I am clean and without sin"?

Corporate Prayer of Confession
Almighty and most merciful father, 

we are thankful that your mercy is higher than the heavens,

wider than our wanderings, deeper than all our sin.

Forgive our frivolous attitude toward life, our callousness toward suffering,

our envy of those who have more than we have,

our obsession with creating a life of constant pleasure,

our indifference to the treasures of heaven,

our neglect of your wise and gracious law.

Help us to change our way of life so that we may desire what is good, love what you love,

and do what you command, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Silent Confession

Words of Encouragement 





  
    John 15:4-5     
Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

Songs of Renewal
 Satisfied

(words and music by Karl Digerness)

All my life long I had panted for a drink from some cool spring

That I hoped would quench the burning of the thirst I felt within.

Chorus

Hallelujah!  He has found me, the One my soul so long has craved!

Jesus satisfies all my longings through his blood I now am saved.

Feeding on the things around me ‘till my strength was almost gone.

Longed my soul for something better only still to hunger on.

Chorus

Poor I was and sought for riches something that would satisfy.

But the dust I gathered ‘round me only mocked my soul’s sad cry.

Chorus

Well of water ever springing Bread of Life so rich and free.

Untold wealth that never faileth, my Redeemer is to me.

 Made Me Glad

(words and music by Miriam Webster)

I will bless the Lord forever.  I will trust Him at all times.

He has delivered me from all fear.  He has set my feet upon a rock.

I will not be moved and I’ll say of the Lord,

You are my shield, my strength, my portion, deliverer

My shelter, strong tower, my very present help in time of need.

Whom have I in heaven but You?

There’s none I desire beside You.

You have made me glad and I’ll say of the Lord

You are my shield, my strength, my portion, deliverer

My shelter, strong tower, my very present help,

You are my shield, my strength, my portion, deliverer

My shelter, strong tower my very present help in time of need.

My very present help in time of need.

My very present help in time of need.

CCLI License #902705
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

Confession of Faith                                                                            The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic1 Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN.
1 That is, the Christian Church made up of believers throughout history

Announcements 

(children age 4 through 1st grades may be dismissed for children’s church)                                                                             

Pastoral Prayer
Scripture Reading






     Matthew 11: 16-30
16 "To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others:

17 "'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
 we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.'

 18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.'  19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners." 'But wisdom is proved right by her actions."

 20 Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in which most of his miracles had been performed, because they did not repent. 21 "Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.  22 But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the depths. If the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have remained to this day.

 24 But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you."

 
25 At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.

 26 Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. 27 "All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."

Sermon                           “Unsatisfied and Unbelieving” 

        Pastor Rick Searle
Meditation & Prayer
The Lord’s Supper

Hymn of Praise  #88            “Fairest Lord Jesus”  vs 1,4                  arr. by Richard Willis
Benediction
Notes:

The Daily Office
October 3-9, 2011
16th Week after Pentecost

The spiritual discipline of Bible reading and study is no mere box to be checked off in a “daily Christian to do” list.  We must not read God’s Word mindlessly.  Rather, as we read the text we should expect the Holy Spirit to teach us things about God, to show us how we have fallen short of His glory, and at the same time reassure us of how Christ fills that need in the gospel.  As we learn to converse with the Holy Spirit about the glory of Christ in His Gospel, we will worship God and be better prepared to serve The Lord in our church and culture.  So, we must ask God to engage our mind, will and emotions, in order for us to see the glory of God in Christ and to motivate us to take part in God’s mission of being a blessing to the world.  To do these things here are some questions to ask yourself as you listen to God speaking to you through His Word:
In the area of doctrine:

· What is God calling me to believe about Him?

· How should I praise God as a result of this teaching?  (What should I rejoice in?)

In the area of character:

· How does Christ fulfill what God requires of me?
· What is God showing me about my heart in this passage?
· What sins do I need to confess?  How do I need to change?
In the area of community:

· Who does God have to help me grow as a Christian?

· How can I help the community?  Build the church?

In the area of culture:

· Am I part of what God is doing in His Kingdom?

Similarly, the spiritual discipline of prayer cannot be viewed simply as a daily entry on a “self-righteousness” ledger.  Prayer is sweet communion with the Living God.  The Holy Spirit applies His Word to our present circumstances and propels us to honor Christ in them.  In response to God’s gracious speech to us in the gospel, we speak words of adoration and recommit our hearts to Him.


As you use this devotional format, our hope is that you will keep these things in mind and expect to encounter God as He lovingly encounters and speaks to you as His child.
OPENING PRAISE

O Lord, open my lips,



and my mouth will declare your praise.


Psalm 51:15

Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love,



for in you I trust.


Make me know the way I should go,



for to you I lift up my soul.



Psalm 143:8

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

CONFESSION
O Mighty God, I humble myself for faculties misused, opportunities neglected, words ill-advised.  I repent of my folly and inconsiderate ways, my broken resolutions, untrue service, my backsliding steps, my vain thoughts.  Bury my sins in the ocean of Jesus’ blood and let no evil result from a careless temper, unseemly behavior, or provoking pettiness.  Give me repentance unto life; cement my oneness with my blessed Lord Jesus, that faith may adhere me to him, that love may entwine us more tightly, that his Spirit may pervade every fiber of my being.  Then send me out to make him known to my neighbors.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING

The following chart is a daily lectionary covering the whole Bible in one year.  Each day contains readings from Psalms and Wisdom Literature, Pentateuch and History of Israel, Chronicles and Prophets, and Gospels and Epistles.
	Monday, October 3
	Psalm 63; 2 Samuel 23:8-39;

Ezekiel 24; Luke 24

	Tuesday, October 4
	Psalm 64; 2 Samuel 24;

Ezekiel 25; Romans 1:1-17

	Wednesday, October 5
	Psalm 65; 1 Kings 1:1-27;

Ezekiel 26; Romans 1:18-32

	Thursday, October 6
	Psalm 66; 1 Kings 1:28-53;

Ezekiel 27; Romans 2:1-16

	Friday, October 7
	Psalm 67; 1 Kings 2;

Ezekiel 28; Romans 2:17-3:8

	Saturday, Octover 8
	Psalm 68; 1 Kings 3;

Ezekiel 29-30; Romans 3:9-20

	Sunday, October 9
	Psalm 69; 1 Kings 4;

Ezekiel 31; Romans 3:21-31


INTERCESSIONS

 (1) Opening Prayer

O God, Eternal King and Father of all mercies,

whose light divides the day from the night

and turns the shadow of death into the morning: 

To know you is eternal life

and to serve you is perfect freedom:

Drive far from me all wrong desires,

incline my heart to keep your law,

and guide my feet into the way of peace;

that I may do your will with cheerfulness during the day,

and when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; 

through Jesus Christ, my risen and reigning Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.
(2) Specific Prayers

Pray for specific needs:

• Personal:  your personal life

• Local:  your family, friends, enemies, neighbors; your local church and other local churches; your neighborhood, town/city, state, and nation

• Global: the worldwide church, other nations/cultures

Consider using particular themes and words from the psalms, scripture readings, and other prayers, as well as the rest of the bulletin to guide the content and language of your specific prayers.
 (3) Closing Prayer

Creator God,

you fashioned the world to display your glory

and your creation ever sings your praise;

Open my eyes to the wonders of your work

and lead me to use all things for good

to the honor of your glorious name;

through Jesus Christ, by whom all things were made,

in the power of your Spirit.  Amen.
Please pray for...

This week’s families: Adam & Heather Shelley, Tim & Cristie Smith, Phil & Nell Stumbo, Ryan & Cindy Todt
Hispanic Ministries: ESL

Christian Education Ministries at church, home and school

AL Church Planting Network:  Steve & Ann Mayes, Gabriel & Monica Contreras

Pregnancy:  Libby Fenn

Military: Jonathan Searle, Adam Shelley, Jon Mattox, Noah Freeman, John Rhodes, David Washington, Aaron Pugh, Rick Hendricks, Jeff Mitchell, Andrew Smith, Joey Haynes 

Looking for a job: Jack Buchanan, Kelsey McWilliams, Sarah King

Missionaries: Anees Zaka serving with Church Without Walls
Church Ministry:  School Board


Church Leaders & Staff: Michelle Miller & Suzan Freeman
College Students: Maryellyn Fenn, Bernie Gilliland, Ashley Lowe
Robbie Doyle, who has a tumor in the lining of her skull
Dolores Miller, recovering from hip replacement surgery at NHC Rehab
Those struggling with their health: Leeanne Clark, Abby Tuck, Kevin Miller, Tim Pruitt, Johnnie Hicks, John Henderson, Doyle McGee, Bernice Whitman, Gary Morey, Colleen Taylor
Those who are battling cancer:  Barbara Gray, Lawrence Ramsay, Stephanie Camp, Kate Crow, Christy Strickland, Sheila Hunt, Shirley Coker, Joanne Corbin

Those being cared for at home or an extended care facility:  Gordon Johnson, Bernard Robinson, Vera Searle, Loretta Edwards, Emily Bowie, Dottie Brazelton, Clifford Herndon
Sunday School ~ Fall Quarter

Specific Course

Teacher 




Room


The Westminster Confession
Rick Searle




Library

Song of Solomon

Erik McDaniel




L14

SRHi Boys & Girls

Dameon Goode & Tim Smith


L11

JRHi Boys & Girls

Susan Goode




L12

Children grades 3rd-5th 

Dr. Roy & Sharon Flannagan


L2

Children grades 1st & 2nd 
Eliska Mattox & Debbie Buchanan

L3

Children ages 4yr - 5K

Kris Herndon & Lisa Robertson

L4

Children ages 2 – 3

Michelle Miller & Ara Bain


Toddler Rm

Infants



Bonnie Schroeder & Suzan Freeman

Nursery 
Announcements

Church Wide Supper…This Wednesday, October 5, we will have our monthly covered dish supper in the gym at 6:00 p.m. This is an opportunity for some great food and fellowship.  Everyone is asked to bring a main dish and a side dish or dessert. Drinks will be furnished.  Set-up and clean-up for this meal will be handled by the McDaniel 2 small group.  

The Gospel and the Confession...This morning, Pastor Searle will begin a new Sunday School class on the Westminster Confession of Faith.  The Confession contains the system of theology written by Reformed pastors and theologians in the 1600s and defines the doctrinal beliefs we hold in the PCA. The study is part of our officer training for those men nominated to the office of elder and deacon, but we welcome anyone interested in learning more about the doctrinal standards of our church to attend. 

Please Sign-up for the next Big Serve Opportunity…We are uniting with other local churches to help Habitat for Humanity build a home in Weaver for tornado victim, Chris Rodgers and his family.  We are turning his house into a wheelchair accessible home.  There are two opportunities to help: Friday, October 14, 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. and Saturday, October 15, 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  Please arrive at the home, 402 Main Street in Weaver.  Bring yourself, and maybe a hammer.  Also, please join us for the joint worship service Sunday, October 16 at 6:00 p.m. at Grace Fellowship. 
Ladies Fall Retreat …Please join us for a time of fellowship, renewal and inspiration, November 4-6, in Mentone, Alabama.  Registration begins September 18th.  The deadline for the $75 reservation fee is October 16th.  (Payment FPC; memo Ladies Retreat)  There is a sign-up sheet is in the Narthex; space is limited.  More details will follow later in October.   See Alice Walker or Tammy Knotts for more information.  

Meals of Mercy…We have resumed providing a weekly, Saturday meal for Bill and Dottie Brazelton.  Kathryn Searle is coordinating these meals.  Please contact her if you would like to help with a meal.  256-239-2375 or searler@bellsouth.net
Keep in Touch…The new, updated phone/address directories are available on the table in the rear of the sanctuary. 

The Searle Small Group…will not meet this week.  We will fellowship together at the Church-wide Supper on Wednesday.  Join us there.
The Ladies Bible Study…is meeting on Wednesday mornings at 9:00 a.m. We are covering the book of Psalms.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Jay Walker (2nd)      Bonnie Schroeder (2nd)      Joel Hawbaker (2nd)      Donna Callahan (4th)      Ed & Susan Land (A-4th)      Ryan Todt (5th)      Trey & Kathy Hudson (A-6th)      

Kathryn Searle (8th)      Samuel & Elijah Todt (8th)      Leela Smith (8th) 
This Week’s Schedule

Sunday:
9:30 am
Worship Service



10:55 am
Sunday School for all ages



6:00 pm
Ping Small Group

Wednesday:
9:00 am
Ladies Bible Study 


11:00 am
WIC Leadership Team meeting 


6:00 pm
Church wide Supper
Saturday:
8:30-12:00
FPYSSL

Children’s Ministry

This Week:
Infant Worship: Patrick & Laura Harrison


2-3 Year Worship: Steve & Tammy Knotts


4 Yrs-1st grade: Debbie Hinton & Sarah Burleigh
Next Week:
Infant Worship: Shannon & Lisa Robertson


2-3 Year Worship: Wendy & Candler Lowe


4 Yrs-1st grade: Leigh Anne & Mike Hill
Deacon: 
This Week: Trey Hudson
Next Week: Vince Mattox
Small Groups
	Group
	Location
	Contact
	Phone Number
	Meeting Time

	Ping’s 
	Various Homes
	Charlie/Rosie Ping
	256-835-1011
	Sunday 6:00 pm

	Women’s Bible Study
	Buchanan Home
	Eliska Mattox 
	256-488-9176
	Wednesday 9:00 am

	McDaniel’s
	Church
	Erik/Maggie McDaniel
	256-403-3969
	Wednesday 5:30 pm

	Searle’s
	Searle Home
	Rick Searle
	256-238-8721
	Monday 6:15 pm 

	Men’s Breakfast Study
	Cracker Barrel
	Rick Searle
	256-238-8721
	Thu 6:00 am TBD


Ruling Elders

Jimmy Miller       Boyce Callahan       Alan Robinson       Phil Stumbo

Roy Flannagan      Roger Sawyer      Peck Mallory      Jack Totherow  

Teaching Elders

Rick Searle (Pastor)       Erik McDaniel (Assistant Pastor)   

Steve Mayes (Assistant Pastor of Church Planting)

Deacons

     Vince Mattox             Trey Hudson                John Davis

David Miller        Shannon Robertson      


• We believe the Bible is the written word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit and without error in the original manuscripts.  The Bible is the revelation of God’s truth and is infallible and authoritative in all matters of faith and practice

• We believe in the Holy Trinity.  There is one God, who exists eternally in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

• We believe that all are sinners and totally unable to save themselves from God’s displeasure, except by His mercy.

• We believe that salvation is by God alone as He sovereignly chooses those He will save.  We believe His choice is based on His grace, not on any human individual merit, or foreseen faith.

• We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, who through His perfect life and sacrificial death atoned for the sins of all who will trust in Him, alone, for salvation.

• We believe that God is gracious and faithful to His people, not simply as individuals but as families in successive generations according to His Covenant promises.
• We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells God’s people and gives them the strength and wisdom to trust Christ and follow Him.

• We believe that Jesus will return, bodily and visibly to judge all mankind and to receive His people to Himself.

• We believe that all aspects of our lives are to be lived to the glory of God under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
The Mission of Faith Presbyterian Church is...

To promote a passion for the Glory of God,

And the joy that comes from knowing Him through the Gospel of Jesus Christ

Our Vision is to become...

A fellowship of believers who are experiencing the transforming power of the Gospel 

And are Instruments of Change in the lives of others




WHAT WE BELIEVE

















