The Lord’s Day

September 18, 2011

Reflection


“It is not enough to want to get rid of one’s sins, we also need to believe in the One who saves us from our sins.”

   









      C. S. Lewis

Call to Worship 




                                   From Psalm 98

Minister: The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.

All: He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

Minister: Shout for joy before the LORD, the King!

All: Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.

Minister: Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy; let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth.

All: He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity.

Hymn of Praise #26                   “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

             Luther

Invocation 

(followed by the Lord’s Prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Call to Confession of sins






      1 John 1:8

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

Prayer of Confession

All: Our gracious Father, you sent your Son to die and rise to new life in order that death might be brought to an end and that we too might live a new life. Yet foolishly, we have chosen death over life. In our thoughts, words and deeds we have rebelled against you and your intentions for us. In so doing, we have broken our fellowship with you whose love is better than life and whom to know is life itself.  In so doing, we have hurt others, sometimes unintentionally and sometimes deliberately, and have diminished their lives. In so doing, we have damaged ourselves who have been created to reflect your beauty. 

     Father, forgive us our sin for Jesus’ sake. And grant that your resurrection power might course through our entire being so that we walk in the ways of love and justice to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

Silent Confession 

Words of Encouragement 





  
  Isaiah 55:6-7

Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.

Songs of Renewal 

Shout to the Lord

My Jesus, my Savior, Lord there is none like You;

All of my days, I want to praise, the wonders of Your mighty love.

My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength;

Let ev'ry breath, all that I am, never cease to worship You.

Chorus

Shout to the Lord all the earth let us sing, power and majesty, praise to the King.

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of Your name.

I sing for joy at the work of your hands, forever I'll love You, forever I'll stand.

Nothing compares to the promise I have in You.

Repeat

How Great Thou Art

Chorus

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee; 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art!

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee:

How great Thou art, how great Thou art!

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder

Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made,

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,

Thy pow'r thro'out the universe displayed.

Chorus

And when I think that God, His Son not sparing,

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in,

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,

He bled and died to take away my sin.

Chorus

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!

Then I shall bow in humble adoration,

And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art.

Chorus
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Confession of Faith


                 Question #1 of The Heidelberg Catechism

Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death?

A. That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death—to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ.

He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven: in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.

Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.

Announcements 

(children age 4 through 1st grades may be dismissed for children’s church)                                                                             

Scripture Reading






        Matthew 11:2-15

2 When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples  3 to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?" 4 Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 6 Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me."

 7 As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: "What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind?  8 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings' palaces. 9 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written:

 "'I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.'

11 I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 15 He who has ears, let him hear.

Sermon                                     “More than a Prophet”                           Pastor Rick Searle

Meditation & Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Supper

Hymn of Response 

 Thank You, Lord

Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul,

Thank you, Lord, for making me whole,

Thank you, Lord, for giving to me

Thy great salvation so rich and free.

Benediction 

Notes:

The Daily Office

September 19-25, 2011

14th Week after Pentecost

The spiritual discipline of Bible reading and study is no mere box to be checked off in a “daily Christian to do” list.  We must not read God’s Word mindlessly.  Rather, as we read the text we should expect the Holy Spirit to teach us things about God, to show us how we have fallen short of His glory, and at the same time reassure us of how Christ fills that need in the gospel.  As we learn to converse with the Holy Spirit about the glory of Christ in His Gospel, we will worship God and be better prepared to serve The Lord in our church and culture.  So, we must ask God to engage our mind, will and emotions, in order for us to see the glory of God in Christ and to motivate us to take part in God’s mission of being a blessing to the world.  To do these things here are some questions to ask yourself as you listen to God speaking to you through His Word:

In the area of doctrine:

· What is God calling me to believe about Him?

· How should I praise God as a result of this teaching?  (What should I rejoice in?)

In the area of character:

· How does Christ fulfill what God requires of me?

· What is God showing me about my heart in this passage?

· What sins do I need to confess?  How do I need to change?

In the area of community:

· Who does God have to help me grow as a Christian?

· How can I help the community?  Build the church?

In the area of culture:

· Am I part of what God is doing in His Kingdom?

Similarly, the spiritual discipline of prayer cannot be viewed simply as a daily entry on a “self-righteousness” ledger.  Prayer is sweet communion with the Living God.  The Holy Spirit applies His Word to our present circumstances and propels us to honor Christ in them.  In response to God’s gracious speech to us in the gospel, we speak words of adoration and recommit our hearts to Him.


As you use this devotional format, our hope is that you will keep these things in mind and expect to encounter God as He lovingly encounters and speaks to you as His child.

OPENING PRAISE


O Lord, open my lips,



and my mouth will declare your praise.


Psalm 51:15


Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love,



for in you I trust.


Make me know the way I should go,



for to you I lift up my soul.



Psalm 143:8

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

CONFESSION

      (adapted from Valley of Vision:  A Cry for Deliverance)

Heavenly Father, save me entirely from sin.  I know I am righteous through the righteousness of another; yet, I pant and pine to put myself in Your position instead of realizing that I am Your child who should simply bear Your image.  Enable me to recognize my death to sin.  Deliver me from the invasion as well as the dominion of sin.  Help me to abhor my body of death—for I am indolent, envious, mean, and prideful.  Forgive, and kill these vices.  Have mercy upon my unbelief, on my corrupt and wandering heart.  Grant me to walk as Christ walked, to live in the newness of His life, the life of love, the life of faith, the life of holiness.  In Christ’s name I pray, Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

The following chart is a daily lectionary covering the whole Bible in one year.  Each day contains readings from Psalms and Wisdom Literature, Pentateuch and History of Israel, Chronicles and Prophets, and Gospels and Epistles.

	Monday, September 19
	Psalm 49; 2 Samuel 9;

Ezekiel 9; Luke 12:49-13:9

	Tuesday, September 20
	Psalm 50; 2 Samuel 10;

Ezekiel 10:1-11:13; Luke 13:10-35

	Wednesday, September 21
	Psalm 51; 2 Samuel 11;

Ezekiel 11:14-25; Luke 14

	Thursday, September 22
	Psalm 52; 2 Samuel 12;

Ezekiel 12; Luke 15

	Friday, September 23
	Psalm 53; 2 Samuel 13;

Ezekiel 13; Luke 16:1-17:10

	Saturday, September 24
	Psalm 54; 2 Samuel 14:1-24;

Ezekiel 14-15; Luke 17:11-37

	Sunday, September 25
	Psalm 55; 2 Samuel 14:25-15:12;

Ezekiel 16; Luke 18:1-30


INTERCESSIONS

(1) Opening Prayer

O God, Eternal King and Father of all mercies,

whose light divides the day from the night

and turns the shadow of death into the morning: 

Your Son willingly suffered death for the sake of my endless joy.

Help me to walk in the way of the cross this day

and find it none other than the way of life and peace;  

through Jesus Christ, my risen and reigning Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.

(2) Specific Prayers

Pray for specific needs:

• Personal:  your personal life

• Local:  your family, friends, enemies, neighbors; your local church and other local churches; your neighborhood, town/city, state, and nation

• Global: the worldwide church, other nations/cultures

Consider using particular themes and words from the psalms, scripture readings, and other prayers, as well as the rest of the bulletin to guide the content and language of your specific prayers.

(3) Closing Prayer

Father,

you sent your Holy Spirit

to be the life of your church.

Bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in your church,

that we might be means of grace to one another

in love, joy, kindness, and peace;

through Jesus Christ, the true Vine in whom we abide.  Amen.

Please pray for...

This week’s families: Forney & Joni Russ, Roger & Sheena Sawyer, Bonnie Schroeder, Rick & Kathryn Searle

Hispanic Ministries: ESL

Christian Education Ministries at church, home and school

AL Church Planting Network:  Steve & Ann Mayes, Gabriel & Monica Contreras

Pregnancy:  Libby Fenn

Military: Jon Mattox, Noah Freeman, John Rhodes, David Washington, Aaron Pugh, Rick Hendricks, Jeff Mitchell, Andrew Smith, Joey Haynes 

Looking for a job: Jack Buchanan, Kelsey McWilliams, Sarah King

Homes for Sale: Paul & Paula Smith

Missionaries: Wayne & Ann Curles serving in Burma

Church Ministry:  Youth


Church Leaders & Staff: John Davis & David Miller

College Students: Andrew Mattox, Meghan McDonald, Jacob Searle

Those recovering from Surgery: Rick Searle, Eddie Herndon, Jimmy Miller, Kimberly Freeman, Jennifer Bush

Those struggling with their health: Abby Tuck, Kevin Miller, Tim Pruitt, Johnnie Hicks, John Henderson, Doyle McGee, Bernice Whitman, Gary Morey, Colleen Taylor, Leeanne Clark 

Those being cared for at home or an extended care facility:  Gordon Johnson, Bernard Robinson, Vera Searle, Loretta Edwards, Emily Bowie, Dottie Brazelton, Clifford Herndon

Those who are battling cancer:  Barbara Gray, Lawrence Ramsay, Stephanie Camp, Kate Crow, Christy Strickland, Sheila Hunt, Shirley Coker, Joanne Corbin

Sunday School ~ Fall Quarter

Specific Course

Teacher 




Room


The Pastor’s Class

Rick Searle




Library

Song of Solomon

Erik McDaniel




L14

SRHi Boys & Girls

Dameon Goode & Tim Smith


L11

JRHi Boys & Girls

Susan Goode




L12

Children grades 3rd-5th 

Dr. Roy & Sharon Flannagan


L2

Children grades 1st & 2nd 
Eliska Mattox & Debbie Buchanan

L3

Children ages 4yr - 5K

Kris Herndon & Lisa Robertson

L4

Children ages 2 – 3

Michelle Miller & Ara Bain


Toddler Rm

Infants



Bonnie Schroeder & Suzan Freeman

Nursery 

Announcements

Youth Group GOTE...Youth Group families, join us today after Sunday School for GOTE (Go Out To Eat) at Burger King in Oxford (78 and Quintard).  Come one, come all...

Ladies Fellowship Night… will be held this Thursday night, September 22 at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Alice Walker. Please bring a sweet or salty snack to share.  We are going to try to restock our kitchen and pantry with some much needed items. Here is the “wish list”:  metal pie & cake servers, long-serrated blade bread knife, long-bladed kitchen knife, kitchen shears/scissors, various length tongs, serving trays, metal ladles, large serving bowls, metal slotted spoons, metal serving forks, spoon rests, pot holders, dish towels, wash rags, or gift cards from Target, Wal-Mart or Bed, Bath and Beyond.  

Meals of Mercy…We are resuming providing a weekly, Saturday meal for Bill and Dottie Brazelton.  Kathryn Searle is coordinating these meals.  Please contact her if you would like to help with a meal.  256-239-2375 or searler@bellsouth.net
Keep in Touch…The new, updated phone/address directories are available on the table in the rear of the sanctuary. 

The Searle Small Group…will meet Monday night at the Searles’.  We will eat at 6:15 with a teaching time to follow.  Come and join us!

The Ladies Bible Study… is meeting on Wednesday mornings at 9:00 a.m. at Deby Buchanan's home.  We are covering the book of Psalms.

Yard Sale…Comunidad Cristiana will be having a Yard Sale on Saturday, October 1.  If you have any items you would like to donate, please drop them off at The Rock.  Contact Gabriel Contreras with any questions:  256-525-6468 

Ladies Fall Retreat …Please join us for a time of fellowship, renewal and inspiration, November 4-6, in Mentone, Alabama.  Registration begins September 18th.  The deadline for the $75 reservation fee is October 16th.  (Payment FPC; memo Ladies Retreat)  There is a sign-up sheet is in the Narthex; space is limited.  More details will follow later in October. We haven't set a topic yet, but will let you know as time approaches.  The format and schedule will be similar to the last two years.  See Alice Walker or Tammy Knotts for more information.  

The Next “Big Serve” Weekend…will be the weekend of October 14-16.  We will be working on some Habitat for Humanity homes.  Workdays will be Friday and Saturday with a joint worship service Sunday evening.  Put the dates on your calendar now so that we can serve hand-in-hand with other churches in order to better our community.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Andrew Mattox (18th)      Gage Miller (20th)      David Miller (21st)      

Carol Webb (21st)      Susan Goode (23rd)      Rachel Hill (24th)          

This Week’s Schedule

Sunday:
9:30 am
Worship Service



10:55 am
Sunday School for all ages



6:00 pm
Ping Small Group

Monday:
6:15 pm
Searle Small Group



6:30 pm
School Board Meeting

Tuesday:


Alabama Church Planting Network Meeting

Wednesday:
9:00 am
Ladies Bible Study



5:30 pm
McDaniel Small Group

Thursday:
6:30 pm
Ladies Fellowship Night

Saturday:
8:30-12:00
FPYSSL

Children’s Ministry

This Week:
Infant Worship: Suzan Freeman & Sara Kathryn Searle



2-3 Year Worship: Kathryn Searle & Alan Robinson



4 Yrs-1st grade: Jay Walker & Sue Pruitt

Next Week:
Infant Worship: Jean Miller & Sheena Sawyer



2-3 Year Worship: Kris & Hannah Herndon



4 Yrs-1st grade: Heather & Adam Shelley

Deacon: 
This Week: Shannon Robertson
Next Week: John Davis

Small Groups


Ruling Elders

Jimmy Miller       Boyce Callahan       Alan Robinson       Phil Stumbo

Roy Flannagan      Roger Sawyer      Peck Mallory      Jack Totherow  

Teaching Elders

Rick Searle (Pastor)       Erik McDaniel (Assistant Pastor)   

Steve Mayes (Assistant Pastor of Church Planting)

Deacons

     Vince Mattox             Trey Hudson                John Davis

David Miller        Shannon Robertson      


• We believe the Bible is the written word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit and without error in the original manuscripts.  The Bible is the revelation of God’s truth and is infallible and authoritative in all matters of faith and practice

• We believe in the Holy Trinity.  There is one God, who exists eternally in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

• We believe that all are sinners and totally unable to save themselves from God’s displeasure, except by His mercy.

• We believe that salvation is by God alone as He sovereignly chooses those He will save.  We believe His choice is based on His grace, not on any human individual merit, or foreseen faith.

• We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, who through His perfect life and sacrificial death atoned for the sins of all who will trust in Him, alone, for salvation.

• We believe that God is gracious and faithful to His people, not simply as individuals but as families in successive generations according to His Covenant promises.

• We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells God’s people and gives them the strength and wisdom to trust Christ and follow Him.

• We believe that Jesus will return, bodily and visibly to judge all mankind and to receive His people to Himself.

• We believe that all aspects of our lives are to be lived to the glory of God under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

The Mission of Faith Presbyterian Church is...

To promote a passion for the Glory of God,

And the joy that comes from knowing Him through the Gospel of Jesus Christ

Our Vision is to become...

A fellowship of believers who are experiencing the transforming power of the Gospel 

And are Instruments of Change in the lives of others

Group�
Location�
Contact�
Phone Number�
Meeting Time�
�
Ping’s �
Various Homes�
Charlie/Rosie Ping�
256-835-1011�
Sunday 6:00 pm�
�
Women’s Bible Study�
Buchanan Home�
Eliska Mattox �
256-488-9176�
Wednesday 9:00 am�
�
McDaniel’s�
Church�
Erik/Maggie McDaniel�
256-403-3969�
Wed 5:30 pm Sep 14�
�
Searle’s�
Searle Home�
Rick Searle�
256-238-8721�
Monday 6:15 pm �
�
Men’s Bible Study�
Cracker Barrel�
Rick Searle�
256-238-8721�
Thu 6:00 am TBD�
�
 





WHAT WE BELIEVE








