The Lord’s Day
September 4, 2011
Reflection

Who delivered up Jesus to die?  Not Judas, for money; not Pilate, for fear; not the Jews, for envy;--but the Father, for love!

Octavius Winslow
The Cross of Christ may have overcome evil, but it did not overcome unfairness. For that, Easter is required.
Philip Yancey
Call to Worship 




                                  Psalm 99:1-3, 9
Minister:  The LORD reigns;

Congregation:  Let the peoples tremble!

Minister:  He sits enthroned upon the cherubim;

Congregation:  Let the earth quake!

Minister:  The LORD is great in Zion;

Congregation:  He is exalted over all the peoples.
Minister:  Let them praise your great and awesome name!

Congregation:  Holy is he!
All:  Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain; for the LORD our God is holy!
Hymn of Praise  #8                 “Praise To The Lord, the Almighty”
          Neander
Invocation 

(followed by the Lord’s Prayer)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Call to Confession of sins






   Joel 2:12-13
“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster.
Corporate Prayer of Confession 

Most holy and merciful Father you have called us into relationship with you and have given us access to your presence in the name of Jesus.  But we confess that we have hardly made use of this gift.  Instead, our lives are full of busyness rather than prayer; full of self-effort rather than resting in you, our faithful guide and friend.  Oh Lord, rescue us from our negligence, forgive us, and lift our eyes to you to find grace and strength in our time of need.  Amen.
Silent Confession 
Words of Encouragement


        
           


 1 John 2:1b-2
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
Songs of Renewal 
Wonderful, Merciful Savior

Wonderful, merciful Savior, precious Redeemer and Friend,

God in the flesh come from heaven, You rescue the souls of men.

Oh, You rescue the souls of men.

Chorus

You are the One that we praise, You are the One we adore,

You give the healing and grace, our needy souls hunger for.

Oh, our needy souls hunger for.

Counselor, Comforter, Keeper, Spirit and giver of life,

Who with the Father and Son is, worshiped and glorified.

Oh, is worshiped and glorified.

Chorus

Almighty infinite Father, faithfully loving Your own,

Here in our weakness You find us bowing before Your throne.

Oh, we’re bowing before Your throne.

Chorus x 2

Before the Throne

Before the throne of God above I have a strong and perfect plea,

A great High Priest whose name is love who ever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on His hands. My name is written on His heart.

I know that while in heav’n He stands no tongue can bid me thence depart,

No tongue can bid me thence depart

When Satan tempts me to despair and tells me of my guilt within,

Upward I look and see Him there who made an end of all my sin.

Because the sinless Savior died my sinful soul is counted free.

For God, the Just, is satisfied to look on Him and pardon me,

To look on Him and pardon me 

Behold Him there the risen Lamb, my perfect spotless Righteousness,

The great unchangeable I AM, the King of Glory and of Grace.

One with Himself I cannot die. My soul is purchased by His blood.

My life is hid with Christ on high, with Christ my Savior and My God,

With Christ my Savior and my God.
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Confession of Faith                                                                            The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic1 Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN.

1 That is, the Christian Church made up of believers throughout history

Announcements 

(children age 4 through 1st grades may be dismissed for children’s church)                                                                             

Scripture Reading






      Habakkuk 1:1-2:1
1 The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw.  
2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help,

and you will not hear?

Or cry to you “Violence!”

and you will not save?

3 Why do you make me see iniquity,

and why do you idly look at wrong?

Destruction and violence are before me;

strife and contention arise.

4 So the law is paralyzed,

and justice never goes forth.

For the wicked surround the righteous;

so justice goes forth perverted.

5 “Look among the nations, and see;

wonder and be astounded.

For I am doing a work in your days

that you would not believe if told.
6 For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans,

that bitter and hasty nation,

who march through the breadth of the earth,

to seize dwellings not their own.
7 They are dreaded and fearsome;

their justice and dignity go forth from themselves.
8 Their horses are swifter than leopards,

more fierce than the evening wolves;

their horsemen press proudly on.

Their horsemen come from afar;

they fly like an eagle swift to devour.
9 They all come for violence,

all their faces forward.

They gather captives like sand.
10 At kings they scoff,

and at rulers they laugh.

They laugh at every fortress,

for they pile up earth and take it.
11 Then they sweep by like the wind and go on,

guilty men, whose own might is their god!”
12 Are you not from everlasting,

O LORD my God, my Holy One?

We shall not die.

O LORD, you have ordained them as a judgment,

and you, O Rock, have established them for reproof.
13 You who are of purer eyes than to see evil

and cannot look at wrong,

why do you idly look at traitors

and remain silent when the wicked swallows up

the man more righteous than he?
14 You make mankind like the fish of the sea,

like crawling things that have no ruler.
15 He brings all of them up with a hook;

he drags them out with his net;

he gathers them in his dragnet;

so he rejoices and is glad.
16 Therefore he sacrifices to his net

and makes offerings to his dragnet;

for by them he lives in luxury,

and his food is rich.
17 Is he then to keep on emptying his net

and mercilessly killing nations forever?
2:1 I will take my stand at my watchpost

and station myself on the tower,

and look out to see what he will say to me,

and what I will answer concerning my complaint.
Sermon                                   "I Agree…but THEM?!”                     Pastor Erik McDaniel
Meditation & Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Supper
Hymn of Response  #96          “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
Perronet/Ellor  
Benediction
Notes:
The Daily Office
September 5-11, 2011
12th Week after Pentecost

The spiritual discipline of Bible reading and study is no mere box to be checked off in a “daily Christian to do” list.  We must not read God’s Word mindlessly.  Rather, as we read the text we should expect the Holy Spirit to teach us things about God, to show us how we have fallen short of His glory, and at the same time reassure us of how Christ fills that need in the gospel.  As we learn to converse with the Holy Spirit about the glory of Christ in His Gospel, we will worship God and be better prepared to serve The Lord in our church and culture.  So, we must ask God to engage our mind, will and emotions, in order for us to see the glory of God in Christ and to motivate us to take part in God’s mission of being a blessing to the world.  To do these things here are some questions to ask yourself as you listen to God speaking to you through His Word:
In the area of doctrine:

· What is God calling me to believe about Him?

· How should I praise God as a result of this teaching?  (What should I rejoice in?)

In the area of character:

· How does Christ fulfill what God requires of me?
· What is God showing me about my heart in this passage?
· What sins do I need to confess?  How do I need to change?
In the area of community:

· Who does God have to help me grow as a Christian?

· How can I help the community?  Build the church?

In the area of culture:

· Am I part of what God is doing in His Kingdom?

Similarly, the spiritual discipline of prayer cannot be viewed simply as a daily entry on a “self-righteousness” ledger.  Prayer is sweet communion with the Living God.  The Holy Spirit applies His Word to our present circumstances and propels us to honor Christ in them.  In response to God’s gracious speech to us in the gospel, we speak words of adoration and recommit our hearts to Him.


As you use this devotional format, our hope is that you will keep these things in mind and expect to encounter God as He lovingly encounters and speaks to you as His child.
OPENING PRAISE

O Lord, open my lips,



and my mouth will declare your praise.


Psalm 51:15

Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love,



for in you I trust.


Make me know the way I should go,



for to you I lift up my soul.



Psalm 143:8

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

CONFESSION

O Lord of grace, I have been hasty and short in private prayer.  O quicken my conscience to feel this folly, to bewail this ingratitude.  My first sin of the day leads into others, and You would be just if You withdrew Your presence from one who waited carelessly on You.  Keep me at all times from robbing You, and from depriving my soul of Your due worship.  I am guilty of infinite evil that merits infinite punishment.  O forgive me if I have dishonored You.  Melt my heart for it is in Your hands.  Apply to it the merits of Christ’s atoning blood whenever I sin.  Let Your mercies draw me to Yourself.  My soul is often a chariot without wheels, clogged and hindered in sin’s miry clay.  Mount it on eagle’s wings and cause it to soar upward to Yourself.  Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING

The following chart is a daily lectionary covering the whole Bible in one year.  Each day contains readings from Psalms and Wisdom Literature, Pentateuch and History of Israel, Chronicles and Prophets, and Gospels and Epistles.
	Monday, September 5
	Psalm 34; 1 Samuel 25;

Daniel 6; Luke 3:23-4:13

	Tuesday, September 6
	Psalm 35; 1 Samuel 26;

Daniel 7; Luke 4:14-44

	Wednesday, September 7
	Psalm 36; 1 Samuel 27;

Daniel 8; Luke 5:1-6:16

	Thursday, September 8
	Psalm 37; 1 Samuel 28;

Daniel 9; Luke 6:17-49

	Friday, September 9
	Psalm 38; 1 Samuel 29-30;

Daniel 10:1-11:1; Luke 7:1-35

	Saturday, September 10
	Psalm 39; 1 Samuel 31;

Daniel 11:2-45; Luke 7:36-8:3

	Sunday, September 11
	Psalm 40; 2 Samuel 1;

Daniel 12; Luke 8:4-21


INTERCESSIONS

(1) Opening Prayer

O God, Eternal King and Father of all mercies,

whose light divides the day from the night

and turns the shadow of death into the morning: 

Defend me in all assaults of my enemies,

that I may trust in your defense,

and may not fear the power of any adversaries.

Preserve me with your mighty power,

that I may not fall into sin,

nor be overcome by adversity;

and in all I do, direct me to the fulfilling of your purpose;

through Jesus Christ, my risen and reigning Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.
(2) Specific Prayers

Pray for specific needs:

•  Personal:  your personal life

•  Local:  your family, friends, enemies, neighbors; your local church and other local churches; your neighborhood, town/city, state, and nation

•  Global: the worldwide church, other nations/cultures

Consider using particular themes and words from the psalms, scripture readings, and other prayers, as well as the rest of the bulletin to guide the content and language of your specific prayers.
(3) Closing Prayer

Almighty God,

you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,

with Jesus Christ as the chief cornerstone:

Unite my heart and life to do all your holy will

that I may be today the holy temple that I am in Christ;

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, forever and ever.  Amen.
Please pray for...

This week’s families: Zack & Amanda Jones, Richard & Kathy Pope, Mike & Sue Pruitt, Richard & Kay Pugh
Hispanic Ministries: ESL

Christian Education Ministries at church, home and school

AL Church Planting Network:  Steve & Ann Mayes, Gabriel & Monica Contreras

Pregnancy:  Libby Fenn

Military: Jon Mattox, Noah Freeman, John Rhodes, David Washington, Aaron Pugh, Rick Hendricks, Jeff Mitchell, Andrew Smith, Joey Haynes 

Looking for a job: Jack Buchanan, Sarah King

Homes for Sale: Paul & Paula Smith

Missionaries: Jim & Barbara Gray with ESL
Church Ministry:  Worship Team


Church Leaders & Staff: Roger Sawyer & Jack Totherow
College Students: Matthew Burleigh, Sarah Burleigh, Maryellyn Fenn
Those recovering from Surgery: Rick Searle, Eddie Herndon, Jimmy Miller, Kimberly Freeman, Jennifer Bush

Those struggling with their health: Abby Tuck, Kevin Miller, Tim Pruitt, Johnnie Hicks, John Henderson, Doyle McGee, Bernice Whitman, Gary Morey, Colleen Taylor, Leeanne Clark 

Those being cared for at home or an extended care facility:  Gordon Johnson, Bernard Robinson, Vera Searle, Loretta Edwards, Emily Bowie, Dottie Brazelton, Clifford Herndon
Those who are battling cancer:  Barbara Gray, Lawrence Ramsay, Stephanie Camp, Kate Crow, Christy Strickland, Sheila Hunt, Shirley Coker, Joanne Corbin

Sunday School ~ Fall Quarter

Specific Course

Teacher 




Room


The Pastor’s Class

Rick Searle




Library

Song of Solomon

Erik McDaniel




L14

SRHi Boys & Girls

Dameon Goode & Tim Smith


L11

JRHi Boys & Girls

Susan Goode




L12

Children grades 3rd-5th 

Dr. Roy & Sharon Flannagan


L2

Children grades 1st & 2nd 
Eliska Mattox & Debbie Buchanan

L3

Children ages 4yr - 5K

Kris Herndon & Lisa Robertson

L4

Children ages 2 – 3

Michelle Miller & Ara Bain


Toddler Rm

Infants



Bonnie Schroeder & Suzan Freeman

Nursery 
Announcements

The Pastor’s Class…will not meet this morning for Sunday School.
WIC Leadership Team…will meet on Wednesday, September 7, at 11:00 a.m. in the Yellow Room.

We are pleased to announce those men the congregation has nominated for the office of Elder & Deacon...These men have met with the session and will begin training for their respective offices this month.  After a period of training and final examination by the session, the congregation will vote on them in December.  Those nominated for the office of Deacon are, Steve Knotts, Charlie Ping and Tim Smith.  Those nominated for the office of Elder are Vince Mattox and Jay Walker.  We praise God for the spiritual gifts He has given each of these men.  Please pray for them as they begin their training and move toward ordination in January.

The Ladies Bible Study… will meet Wednesday mornings at 9:00 a.m. at Deby Buchanan's home.  We will start back on September 7th.
Church-Wide Supper… State of the Vision...On Wednesday, September 7, we will be having a covered dish supper in the gym at 6:00 p.m. We plan to have this large “fellowship dinner” the first Wednesday of each month. Everyone is asked to bring a main dish and a side dish or dessert. Drinks will be furnished.  Set-up and clean-up for this meal will be handled by the McDaniel 1 small group.  Following the meal, we will meet in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. in order to discuss ministry goals and discipleship opportunities for children and adults, along with information concerning this year’s budget.  
Ladies Fellowship Night… will be held Thursday night, September 22 at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Alice Walker. We are going to try to restock our kitchen and pantry with some much needed items. Here is the “wish list”:  metal pie & cake servers, long-serrated blade bread knife, long-bladed kitchen knife, kitchen shears/scissors, various length tongs, serving trays, metal ladles, large serving bowls, metal slotted spoons, metal serving forks, spoon rests, pot holders, dish towels, wash rags, or gift cards from Target, Wal-Mart or Bed, Bath and Beyond.
The Next “Big Serve” Weekend…will be the weekend of October 14-16.  We will be working on some Habitat for Humanity homes.  Workdays will be Friday and Saturday with a joint worship service Sunday evening.  Put the dates on your calendar now so that we can serve hand-in-hand with other churches in order to better our community.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Jonathan Searle (7th)      Warner Staples (7th)      Annie Minish (10th)

This Week’s Schedule

Sunday:
9:30 am
Worship service



10:55 am
Sunday School for all ages



6:00 pm
Ping Small Group

Monday:


Church Office Closed

Wednesday:
11:00 am
WIC Leadership Team Meeting


12:45pm
FCS/FPC Staff meeting



6:00 pm
Church-wide Supper & State of the Vision meeting

Saturday:
8:30-12:00
FPYSSL

Children’s Ministry

This Week:
Infant Worship: Eliska Mattox & Boyce Callahan, Sr.


2-3 Year Worship: Ryan & Cindy Todt


4 Yrs-1st grade: Amy & Vic Minish
Next Week:
Infant Worship: Bonnie Schroeder & Deby Buchanan


2-3 Year Worship: Dameon & Susan Goode


4 Yrs-1st grade: Hellon & Kelsey McWilliams
Deacon:
This Week: Vince Mattox



Next Week: David Miller
Usher/Greeter:
This Week:  Jimmy Miller & Wendy Lowe



Next Week: David Miller & Phil Stumbo
Small Groups
	Group
	Location
	Contact
	Phone Number
	Meeting Time

	Ping’s 
	Various Homes
	Charlie/Rosie Ping
	256-835-1011
	Sunday 6:00 pm

	Women’s Bible Study
	Buchanan Home
	Eliska Mattox 
	256-488-9176
	Wed  9:00 am Sep 7

	McDaniel’s
	Church
	Erik/Maggie McDaniel
	256-403-3969
	Wed 5:30 pm Sep 14

	Searle’s
	Searle Home
	Rick Searle
	256-238-8721
	Mon 6:15 pm TBD

	Men’s Bible Study
	Cracker Barrel
	Rick Searle
	256-238-8721
	Thu 6:00 am TBD


Ruling Elders

Jimmy Miller       Boyce Callahan       Alan Robinson       Phil Stumbo

Roy Flannagan      Roger Sawyer      Peck Mallory      Jack Totherow  

Teaching Elders

Rick Searle (Pastor)       Erik McDaniel (Assistant Pastor)   

Steve Mayes (Assistant Pastor of Church Planting)

Deacons

     Vince Mattox             Trey Hudson                John Davis

David Miller        Shannon Robertson      


• We believe the Bible is the written word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit and without error in the original manuscripts.  The Bible is the revelation of God’s truth and is infallible and authoritative in all matters of faith and practice

• We believe in the Holy Trinity.  There is one God, who exists eternally in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

• We believe that all are sinners and totally unable to save themselves from God’s displeasure, except by His mercy.

• We believe that salvation is by God alone as He sovereignly chooses those He will save.  We believe His choice is based on His grace, not on any human individual merit, or foreseen faith.

• We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, who through His perfect life and sacrificial death atoned for the sins of all who will trust in Him, alone, for salvation.

• We believe that God is gracious and faithful to His people, not simply as individuals but as families in successive generations according to His Covenant promises.
• We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells God’s people and gives them the strength and wisdom to trust Christ and follow Him.

• We believe that Jesus will return, bodily and visibly to judge all mankind and to receive His people to Himself.

• We believe that all aspects of our lives are to be lived to the glory of God under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
The Mission of Faith Presbyterian Church is...

To promote a passion for the Glory of God,

And the joy that comes from knowing Him through the Gospel of Jesus Christ

Our Vision is to become...

A fellowship of believers who are experiencing the transforming power of the Gospel 

And are Instruments of Change in the lives of others




WHAT WE BELIEVE

















