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ANNOUNCEMENTS
We are pleased to announce those men the congregation has nominated for the office of Elder & Deacon...These men have met with the session and will begin training for their respective offices this month.   After a period of training and final examination by the session, the congregation will vote on them in December.  Those nominated for the office of deacon are, Steve Knotts, Charlie Ping and Tim Smith.  Those nominated for the office of elder are Vince Mattox and Jay Walker.  We praise God for the spiritual gifts He has given each of these men.  Please pray for them as they begin their training and move toward ordination in January.

The Ladies Bible Study… will meet Wednesday mornings at 9:00 a.m. at Deby Buchanan's home.  We will start back on September 7th.

Church-Wide Supper… State of the Vision...On Wednesday, September 7, we will be having a covered dish supper in the gym at 6:00 p.m. We plan to have this large “fellowship dinner” the first Wednesday of each month. Everyone is asked to bring a main dish and a side dish or dessert. Drinks will be furnished.  Set-up and clean-up for this meal will be handled by the McDaniel 1 small group.  Following the meal, we will meet in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. in order to discuss ministry goals and discipleship opportunities for children and adults, along with information concerning this year’s budget.  

The Next “Big Serve” Weekend…will be the weekend of October 14-16.  We will be working on some Habitat for Humanity homes.  Workdays will be Friday and Saturday with a joint worship service Sunday evening.  Put the dates on your calendar now so that we can serve hand-in-hand with other churches in order to better our community.
WIC

Ladies Fellowship Night… will be held Thursday night, September 22 at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Alice Walker. We are going to try to restock our kitchen and pantry with some much needed items. Here is the “wish list”:  metal pie & cake servers, long-serrated blade bread knife, long-bladed kitchen knife, kitchen shears/scissors, various length tongs, serving trays, metal ladles, large serving bowls, metal slotted spoons, metal serving forks, spoon rests, pot holders, dish towels, wash rags, or gift cards from Target, Wal-Mart or Bed, Bath and Beyond.
WIC Leadership Team…will meet on Wednesday, September 7, at 11:00 a.m. in the Yellow Room.
SMALL GROUPS 

	Group
	Location
	Contact
	Phone Number
	Meeting Time

	Ping’s 
	Various Homes
	Charlie/Rosie Ping
	256-835-1011
	Sunday 6:00 pm

	Women’s Bible Study
	Buchanan Home
	Eliska Mattox 
	256-488-9176
	Wednesday 9:00 am, Sept. 7

	McDaniel’s
	Church
	Erik/Maggie McDaniel
	256-403-3969
	Wednesday 5:30 pm, Sept.14 

	Searle’s
	Searle Home
	Rick Searle
	256-238-8721
	Monday 6:15 pm, Sept. 12

	Men’s Bible Study
	Cracker Barrel
	Rick Searle
	256-238-8721
	Thursday 6:00 am, Sept. 8


YOUTH GROUP
The year ahead has several changes in the Youth Ministry:



The weekly Bible Studies have been received with great attendance and the feedback has, by all accounts, been very positive.  We will continue meeting throughout the school year in these more intimate and informal settings and look forward to seeing how God uses them for Discipleship and Kingdom-growth in our lives.

We have begun a study of Romans (Tim Keller Discipleship guide) in the SRHi SS class.  It is a serious study of doctrine and tougher truths, so hopefully everyone comes each Sunday ready for the challenge of seeing the Gospel a bit deeper than perhaps we have before.  The JRHi SS class is studying Esther this semester and is learning about God's faithfulness to His people, through His people.

Regarding event planning, each family has been asked to take one month this year and plan an event for the group.  This can be any event (Scavenger Hunt, Super Bowl Party, Ice Skating, Bowling, etc).  Get creative and have some fun with it!  If you need a resource for ideas, check out online sites like www.egadideas.com. So far, the Herndon’s have signed up for September and are planning an event at their house on Sept 10th. The McDaniel’s have volunteered for December.  That leaves October and November up for grabs this semester.

We look forward to a great year ahead!

Yours in Christ - Dameon   

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY ROTATION
September 
4
11
18
25



Infant AM
Eliska Mattox
Bonnie Schroeder
Suzan Freeman
Jean Miller
Worship
Boyce Callahan
Deby Buchanan
Sara K Searle
Sheena Sawyer


2 & 3 Yr.
Ryan & Cindy
Dameon & Susan
Kathryn Searle
Kris & Eddie
Worship
Todt
Goode
Alan Robinson
Herndon



Children’s
 Amy & Vic
Hellon & Kelsey
Jay Walker
Heather & Adam
Church
Minish
McWilliams
Sue Pruitt
Shelley



SCHOOL NEWS
Clarification on Updated Harassment Policy     by Ryan Todt


The most important change in the policy is that the parents of the potential victim of harassment contact the parents of the potential bully.  I can understand if a reader might think that the school is removing itself from harassment situations, but nothing is further from the truth.  In fact, it is precisely because the school is taking harassment seriously that we need to have the addendums to the policy.


This addition is not for a fight that breaks out in the hallway or the harassment for which there is a trail of paper or texts.  As I have dealt with issues of student aggression, it has become apparent that the early stages of harassment or bullying are most always subtle, personal, invisible, and not yet established as repeated behavior.  In this case, it is almost impossible for the school to address the problem.


Behavior that is blatant, witnessed, or has been shown to be repeated and vindictive can be addressed.  There needs to be an outlet for the student who hears a word said under a breath, who notices that the same person in the hallway is pushing him, or who gets a text that may not be as innocuous as the sender may claim.  The potential victim must record incidences.  


If the parents get involved at this level, hopefully the behavior will be stopped before it develops into a larger problem.  No parent wants his child to be a bully anymore than he wants his child to be bullied.  If students know they cannot play their parents against each other, we should see a sharp decline in all acts of aggression.  


If parents are met with resistance, apathy, anger or a less-than-cordial response by the parents of a potential bully, the school should be notified.  Parents who do these things will be equipping the school to address issues of harassment more swiftly and effectively.  


The school will do its part, but the parents must take a part for it to be effective. 


Let me conclude with this thought.  We are a community of believers.  Although we do not all attend the same church, the Bible says we are still part of the same body.  We are connected.  If the adults in the community do not model how to handle conflict according to the Bible’s standards, then the students will not learn the process.  If the adults do not seek reconciliation between families, then all of our community events will be riddled with brothers and sisters in Christ who avoid each other because of conflict which we are directed to resolve.  We cannot let our children drive a wedge between our fellowship and we must teach them by our actions. If we do not, then our words become meaningless and they will think that we do not really believe the Bible is true. There is more at stake here than a safe campus.  It is the training of Christians who will run businesses, churches, families, and schools.  It is our witness to them and to the world at stake.
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